
Gloss, 75 Degree, 60 Degree or 20 Degree

A beam of light is reflected off the surface of the paper or paperboard at a specified angle in the 
machine direction (MD).  The amount of light reflected is compared to a 100% reflective surface.  
The test result, called the gloss of the product, is the percentage of light reflected.  Paper and 
unprinted board is usually measured with 75 degree gloss and printed board grades are often 
measured with 60 degree gloss.  High-gloss surfaces are measured using 20 degree gloss.
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